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Lori Loughlin and 15 other parents face additional charges
in college admissions scandal

April 9

Actress Lori Loughlin, her husband and 14 other parents are facing additional charges in the national college admissions scandals, including

allegations of money laundering, prosecutors announced Tuesday.

The 16 parents allegedly involved in the scheme, which has come to symbolize the influence of money on college admissions, were charged

in a second, superseding indictment with conspiring to commit fraud and money laundering. They had previously been charged in connection

with what prosecutors describe as a scheme to fraudulently ease their children’s admission to selective colleges, using bribery to cheat on

standardized exams and to falsely portray their children as athletic recruits.

[FBI accuses wealthy parents, including celebrities, in college-entrance bribery scheme]

The 16 defendants were arrested last month and are charged with conspiring with college consultant William “Rick” Singer, 58, and others to

bribe proctors of SAT and ACT college entrance exams to allow an impostor to take the test, or to correct the students’ answers. The scheme

also involved bribing coaches and athletic administrators to help get children accepted at top universities as recruited athletes, federal

prosecutors in Boston said.

The charges come with the potential for significant penalties: Conspiracy to commit mail and wire fraud and honest services mail and wire

fraud has a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison and a fine of at least $250,000, according to prosecutors. Conspiracy to commit money

laundering has a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison and a fine of $500,000 or twice the value of the property involved.

A spokeswoman for Loughlin referred questions to her attorney, who did not immediately respond to messages seeking comment.

Authorities charged more than 50 people, like actresses Felicity Huffman and Lori Loughlin, March 12 with being part of a long-running college admittance scam.
(Allie Caren, Justin Scuiletti/The Washington Post)
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The indictments landed a day after another Hollywood star, Felicity Huffman, and a dozen other parents acknowledged they had used bribery

and other fraud to help get their children into elite schools. A coach also agreed to plead guilty.

Duncan Levin, a former federal prosecutor now in private practice, said he believes the announcement Tuesday signaled a line drawn

between two types of cases.

Defendants facing probation were probably more apt to choose a plea deal, he said, while those staring down possible jail time are more apt

to try to fight back, he said.

“I suspect that these charges are being added because the government now knows it has some trials on its hands,” Levin said.

Levin, an expert in financial crimes, said money laundering is not always charged, even though many crimes include attempts to cover up the

source of the ill-gotten money. “It is one of the most powerful weapons in the arsenal of criminal statutes that the government has,” he said,

because it can dramatically increase jail time. “It can result in wild increases in the federal sentencing guidelines.”

Lara Yeretsian, a criminal defense lawyer, wrote in an email, “Loughlin and other parents who are now facing the additional money

laundering conspiracy charge are definitely feeling the weight of the government and the mounting pressure to plead guilty or cooperate.”

The additional charges were in no way a surprise, Yeretsian added, “considering the hard-hitting and tough posture of the prosecutors in this

case.”

Loughlin, 54, is most famous for portraying Aunt Becky on the television show “Full House.” Her husband, Mossimo Giannulli, is a fashion

designer. According to the indictment, the couple agreed to pay $500,000 to help their two daughters get accepted to the University of

Southern California as recruited athletes for the crew team.

In April 2016, Giannulli, copying Loughlin, sent an email to Singer saying he wanted to understand the game plan “and make sure we have a

road map for success” for getting their older daughter into a better school, according to the court documents. Singer responded he had a plan

ready. In September of that year, Giannulli sent Singer an email with a photo of the older daughter on a rowing machine.

A month later, prosecutors contend, a USC athletics department official obtained internal approval to consider the daughter as a crew recruit,

a step likely to give her a significant admissions advantage. Two days later, Singer asked Giannulli to send $50,000 to that USC

administrator. In April 2017, according to court documents, after the student was accepted, Giannulli wired $200,000 to Singer’s fraudulent

charity.

In July 2017, Loughlin and Giannulli allegedly began the process again, according to prosecutors, sending a photo of their younger daughter

on a rowing machine to falsely present her as a coxswain for a club crew team.

One of their daughters, Olivia Jade Giannulli, filmed herself at USC for her more than 1 million YouTube followers before the scandal broke.

[Before Lori Loughlin’s alleged cheating scandal, daughter Olivia Jade made her life at USC a YouTube brand]

Singer cooperated with authorities for months, gathering evidence and recording conversations with his clients. Last month, he pleaded

guilty to racketeering, conspiracy, money laundering and obstruction of justice.

The scandal already has had national impact, spurring schools to take a closer look at admissions policies, especially those involving athletic

recruits.

Yale University and the University of Southern California rescinded admission offers to students implicated in the case, and Stanford

University rescinded admission and vacated credits for a student after determining some information in an application is false. The student is

no longer on Stanford’s campus, according to university officials.




